
THE WORLD OF HERPETOLOGISTS
Herpetologists are scientists who study reptiles and amphibians, which include creatures 

like snakes, turtles, lizards, and frogs! These animals are fascinating and important for 
understanding ecosystems, conservation, and environmental health. Herpetology is a branch 

of zoology, the study of all animals. 

Herpetologist
(huh-puh-TOH-luh-jist)

Herpetologists often work in diverse environments, from tropical rainforests to 
desert habitats. Their tools may include field guides, specimen containers, and 
lab equipment for studying animals closely. They also need patience and great 

observation skills to work with creatures that can be shy!
Copyright © 2025 Hungry Tomato Ltd, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 1QH



Copyright © 2025 Hungry Tomato Ltd, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 1QH

Herpetologists travel far and wide 
to study reptiles and amphibians in 

their natural environments. Fieldwork 
might involve tracking turtles to 

check their movements, identifying 
frog species in rainforest pools, 

or observing lizards’ behaviour on 
rocky cliffs. They may also collect 

samples for research and speak to 
local communities to understand the 
impact of humans on these animals.

FIELDWORK

WHAT DO HERPETOLOGISTS DO?
Herpetologists play a key role in learning about these animals and protecting 

them from threats like habitat loss, climate change, and diseases.

Back in the lab, herpetologists 
analyze their data. They may study 

disease samples under a microscope, 
compare population data over 

time, or test how reptiles adapt to 
environmental changes. Careful 

research helps them understand how 
to help species and habitats.

Herpetologists often work at universities, studying reptiles and amphibians 
and teaching students. Some work for governments to protect wildlife and 

their habitats. Others work in zoos, wildlife parks, or with groups like the World 
Wildlife Fund to help animals and share their knowledge.

LAB WORK

WHO DO HERPETOLOGISTS WORK FOR?



TEMPERATURE

LIVING FOSSILS

FAMOUS DISCOVERIES
Herpetologists have made many big discoveries that improve our understanding of 

reptiles, amphibians, and the environment. Here’s just a few of the biggest and best!

Herpetologists are making discoveries all the time; who knows what they 
might discover next! 

Research on the venom of the 
Gila Monster lizard led to the 

development of a medicine for 
diabetes that helps to control the 
sugar levels in a person’s blood.

The tuatara, a reptile found in New 
Zealand, has remained largely 

unchanged for over 200 million years! 
Studying this “living fossil” provides 

clues about their survival through time.

Herpetologists studying certain species 
of turtles and crocodiles found that 

temperature can affect whether 
the embryo develops into a male or 

female. This is vital research as global 
temperatures rise!

MEDICINE
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ROMULUS WHITAKER

FAMOUS HERPETOLOGISTS
Herpetologists have made incredible contributions to science. Here are just a 

few of the most famous.

Herpetologists continue to uncover secrets about reptiles and amphibians all the 
time, helping to protect these amazing animals and the environments they live in!

An Australian wildlife expert and 
TV presenter, Steve Irwin became a 

global icon for his work in herpetology 
and wildlife conservation. He founded 

the Australia Zoo, which focuses on 
reptiles and endangered species.

Romulus Whitaker is a wildlife 
conservationist and herpetologist 
who has spent his life protecting 
reptiles in India. He founded the 

Madras Snake Park and Crocodile 
Bank, working to save species like 

the gharial and king cobra. 

Helen was a pioneering American 
herpetologist and one of the first women 
in her field. She discovered new species, 

explored wild places, and believed 
learning should always be hands-on 

and exciting. Today, her work inspires 
scientists around the world!

STEVE IRWIN

HELEN THOMPSON GAIGE
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